GERMANY AND THE FUTURE OF EUROPE

world revolution. But that philosophy has become a religious
dogma, and, like all religious dogmas, it is invoked for purposes
of rationalization and justification, even though it may not nec-
essarily guide political action. In so far as world revolution to-
day is a practical concern of the Soviet Union, it is obvious
that world revolution has become an instrument for the attain-
ment of the traditional power objectives of Russia. What con-
fronts us, in other words, is an experience which the Western
world has had before, especially when revolutionary France
used the slogans of 1789 for the purpose of imperialistic expan-
sion.

I have before me an excerpt from a literary work which illus-
trates, as it were, the traditional character of the problem of
Germany viewed from the perspective of the conflict between
the United States and the Soviet Union.

I cannot avoid beholding the Russian Empire as the natural enemy of the
more western parts of Europe; as an enemy already possessed of great
strength, and, from the nature of the government, every day threatening to
become more powerful. This extensive empire, which, both in Europe and
Asia, occupies almost a third of the whole world, was, about two centuries ago,
divided into separate kingdoms and dukedoms, and from such a division con-
sequently feeble. Since the times, however, of Johan Basilides, it has encreased
[sic] in strength and extent; and those untrodden forests, those innumerable
savage animals which fomerly covered the face of the country, are now re-
moved, and colonies of mankind planted in their room. A kingdom thus enjoy-
ing peace internally, possessed of an unbounded extent of dominion, and learn-
ing the military art at the expense of others abroad, must every day grow
more powerful; and it is probable, we shall hear Russia, in future times, as
formerly, called the Officina Gentium.

It was long the wish of Peter, their great monarch, to have a fort in some of
the western parts of Europe; many of his schemes and treaties were directed to
this end, but happily for Europe he failed in them all. A fort in the power of
this people would be like the possession of a floodgate; and whenever ambition,
interest, or necessity prompted, they might then be able to deluge the whole
western world with a barbarous inundation.

This was not written yesterday or ten or fifty or a hundred years
ago. It was written in 1762; tike writer was Oliver Goldsmith.
If such is the nature of the East-West conflict, what ought the
policy of the United States be with respect to Germany? The
objective of American foreign policy in Europe must, of course,
be the removal of the Russian armies from the center of Europe.
There are only three ways ia which this can be done. We can ac-
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